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Miscellaneous. 427 
The writer examined the Lost-Creek Cave for a distance, stated 
to have been measured, of nearly two miles from the mouth ; and the 
statement is probably correct, judging by the time occupied in pass- 
ing through to the point reached. A creek of a considerable size 
issues from the cave ; near the mouth it is dammed ; and a race 
leads the water for a short distance to a corn-mill on the banks of 
the Holston River. The water is crossed by the path perhaps five 
times before it fills up the passage so as to prevent further progress. 
The passage is wide, dry, and with so few irregularities that a 
public road might be readily made in it to that point. I could not 
find any fishes ; just outside the mouth a small Uranidea is not 
uncommon. The dam within the cave abounds in dead Ios, Unlones, 
&e., said to be carried there by floods of the Holston, but quite as 
probably the refuse of the meals of Indians. Bones of Indians, 
turkeys, and game animals are to be found at the mouth of the 
cave, which is in a bluff some fifty feet above the level of the river. 
At one side of the entrance a hard limestone deposit contains char- 
coal, Uniones, and .~elanice. The limestone cliff produced abun- 
dance of A.~plenium montanum, Pellcea atroia**rpurea, and a delicate 
bipinnate t'teris.--P'rom the Trans. Amer. Ent. Soe. May 1870. 
Communicated by the Author. 
2Vote on the BlaJc Crocodile of Africa. 
By Dr./[. E. GRAY, F.R.S. 
Mr. l~[core has kindly sent me a recent specimen of Hale, rosin nlgra 
from the river Bonny, in West Africa, presented to the British 
Museum by Dr. Forsyth, of 18 Saxon Street, Liverpool. I t  is the 
only flesh and the most adult specimen of the species I have seen, 
and is nearly 4 feet long. I t  is interesting as making me more cer- 
tain that I am correct in identifying it with the "Krocodile noir du 
Niger" of Adanson. 
The whole animal is black both above and below ; the belly has 
a brownish tinge, very slightly and obscurely dotted with white. 
The nuchal shields are very thick, with an upright outer edge. 
This animal has been described as a new species by Mr. Andrew 
Murray and Mr. Cope, and was confounded by Cnvier with the 
rough-backed alligator (Caiman trigonatus) of South America. 
Note on Hyperoodon latifrons (Gray). 
In  a~ essay lately published by Prof. Reinhardt, he figures the 
skull of this species and the animal and skeleton of a male foetus of 
the common H. rostratus (Vid. Selsk. Skr. ser. 5. ix. 1, pls. 6 & 7), 
observing that pl. 6 "represents he skull of a male H. latifrons from 
the Fiir5er, a perfect skeleton of which, 25 feet long, is contained 
in the University Museum at Copenhagen. ]]sehricht believed that 
H. latifrons was established on a very old male of the common H. 
rostratus; but Gray's species must now be regarded as well esta- 
blished." 
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